
Categorical Eligibility:
Two-Parent Family Rules

State 

Two-parent families can be eligible if:

One parent is 
incapacitated

OR
Principal wage earner 

is "unemployed"
Work 

history test

Working < 100 hours

Applicants 

Two-parent family 
eligibility is based solely 

on financial circumstances Recipients

Tests applied to determine unemployment

Totals
33  Yes
18  No

18 17 16 11 9

Alabama Yes

Alaska Yes

Arizona No

Arkansas Yes

California No

Colorado Yes

Connecticut Yes

Delaware Yes

District of Columbia No

Florida Yes

Georgia No

Hawaii Yes

Idaho Yes

Illinois Yes
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Indiana No

Iowa Yes

Kansas Yes

Kentucky No

Louisiana Yes

Maine No
(130 hours)

Maryland Yes

Massachusetts No

Michigan Yes

Minnesota Yes

Mississippi No

Missouri
If both parents are under age 21, family is exempt 
from the work history and 100 hour rules.

No

Montana Yes

Nebraska Yes

Nevada Yes

New Hampshire No

New Jersey Yes

New Mexico Yes
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New York Yes

North Carolina Yes

North Dakota No

Ohio Yes

Oklahoma No

Oregon No

Pennsylvania No

Rhode Island Yes

South Carolina Yes

South Dakota No

Tennessee No

Texas Yes

Utah Yes

Vermont Yes

Virginia Yes

Washington No

West Virginia Yes

Wisconsin Yes

Wyoming Yes
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