
School/Training Requirements: Exemptions

State

Teen parents can be exempt from the school/training requirement under the following circumstances:

Married
Employed 

full-time

Caring for 
young 

child (age)

Caring for 
disabled 

child

Expelled 
from 

school

Over a 
specified 

age

Needs 
alternative 

program Other

Child care/ 
transportation 

unavailable

Totals 12 13 34 16 8 4 10 24 27

Alabama
12 weeks

Physically or mentally unable to attend school.

Arizona
12 weeks

If a teen parent is not attending high school or equivalent, she becomes JOBS mandatory, and is subject to 
JOBS regulation, including "good cause exception" for non-participation. Some of the situations above would 
qualify for a temporary deference or as "good cause exceptions."

Arkansas
3 months

California

Deferral allowed for postpartum period prescribed by physician, and when special need cannot be addressed.

Colorado

Connecticut
1 year

Good cause, on a case by case basis

Delaware
13 weeks
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Dist of Columbia

There is no space available within reasonable time and distance from pregnant or parenting teen's home.

Florida
3 months

Georgia
12 weeks

Decided on a "case by case" basis

Hawaii

VISTA volunteer

Idaho

Illinois
12 weeks

18 and 19 year olds may be assigned to work activities or alternative education if assessment shows regular 
secondary school inappropriate.

Indiana

Iowa

Recipient is disabled and unable to participate

Kansas
3 months

Kentucky

Those under 18 may show that they have already completed school.  "Employed full-time" exemption applies 
only to 18 and 19 year olds.
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Louisiana

In-home schooling

Maine

Lack of child care/transportation is a good cause criteria to prevent sanction.

Maryland
12 weeks

Massachusetts
3 months

Lack of transportation, bad weather, health issues may provide temporary "good cause" exception.

Michigan
3 months

Recipient is disabled

Minnesota
6 weeks

Caregiver is ill or incapacitated seriously enough to prevent school attendance; caregiver is needed in home 
because of the illness or incapacity of another member of the household

Mississippi
12 weeks

Missouri

Second or third trimester of pregnancy; lives in a remote area; under age 16

Montana

Nebraska
3 months

Chronic illness of the minor
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Nevada
12 weeks

New Hampshire
12wks/6mos

Verified disability

New Jersey
12 weeks

New Mexico
12 weeks

Recipient is disabled

New York
12 weeks

A medical, psychiatric or other appropriate professional determines that the recipient lacks the capacity to 
successfully complete the course of study.

North Carolina

North Dakota
4 months

Education level equals 12 years; temporary illness or incapacity

Ohio
6 weeks

Illness of teen parent or child.

Oklahoma

Case manager has discretion not to impose sanction for not meeting work requirement if indicated for a variety 
of reasons
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Oregon
3 months

Pennsylvania
1 year

Lack of child care applies as an exemption only if caring for a child under age 6. Otherwise, lack of child care 
can be asserted as good cause for avoiding a sanction.

Rhode Island
12 weeks

South Carolina
1 year

South Dakota
12 weeks

Tennessee
4 months

Removal by the courts or other verified situations which prevent attendance.

Texas

Eligible to participate in a school district's special education program; physical or mental condition of a 
temporary and remediable nature that makes it unfeasible  to attend school; age 16 or older and  attending a 
course to prepare for the high school equivalency exam; enrolled in the Texas Academy of Mathematics and 
Science or Leadership in the Humanities;  specifically exempted under another law.

Utah

Vermont

Good cause

Virginia
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Washington
12 weeks

West Virginia
12 weeks

Wisconsin
45 days

Wyoming
1 month
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