
Filing and Processing Applications:
Overview

State

State policy provides:
All persons have a right 

to file an application
Prompt processing 

requirement

State imposes requirements that must be met:
Before application 

is filed
While application 

is pending

State has formal 
cash diversion 

program

Totals
Yes
No 

Yes
No 

Yes
No 
County

51 51
3

48
32
19

21
28

2

Alabama 45 days No Yes No

Alaska 30 days No No Yes

Arizona 45 days No No No

Arkansas 30 days Yes Yes Yes

California 45 days No No Yes

Colorado 45 days No No County

Connecticut 45 days No Yes Yes

Delaware 30 days No No No

District of Columb 45 days No Yes No

Florida 45 days No Yes Yes

Georgia 45 days No Yes No

Hawaii 45 days No Yes No
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Idaho 30 days No Yes Yes

Illinois 45 days No Yes No

Indiana 45 days No Yes No

Iowa 30 days No No Yes

Kansas 45 days No Yes No

Kentucky 45 days No No Yes

Louisiana 30 days No No No

Maine 30 days No Yes Yes

Maryland 30 days    No Yes Yes

Massachusetts 30 days No Yes No

Michigan 45 days No Yes No

Minnesota 30 days No No Yes

Mississippi 30 days No Yes No

Missouri 30 days No Yes No

Montana 30 days No No Yes

Nebraska 45 days No No No
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Nevada 45 days No Yes Yes

New Hampshire 45 days No Yes No

New Jersey 30 days No Yes Yes

New Mexico 45 days No No No

New York 30 days for Family 
Assistance; 45 days for 
Safety Net Assistance

No Yes No

North Carolina 45 days No Yes Yes

North Dakota 30 days No No No

Ohio 30 days to process; 45 days 
for denial or actual receipt 

of assistance

No Yes County

Oklahoma 30 days No Yes No

Oregon 45 days No Yes No

Pennsylvania 30 days No Yes No

Rhode Island 30 days No No No

South Carolina 30 days No Yes No

South Dakota 30 days Yes No Yes

Tennessee 45 days No No No
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Texas 45 days No Yes Yes

Utah 30 days No No Yes

Vermont 30 days No Yes No

Virginia 45 days No No Yes

Washington 30 days No No Yes

West Virginia 30 days No Yes Yes

Wisconsin 12 to 19 working days Yes Yes No

Wyoming If Pay-After-Performance 
requirements are met during the 
month of application, payment is 
authorized on the first of the 
following month.

No Yes No

"County" indicates that counties have discretion to implement a diversion program.
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