
Definition of Child/Temporary Absence
Categorical Eligibility:

State

Definition of "minor child" includes all of the following:
Full-time student 

age 18, expected to 
graduate by 19

Child 
under 
age 18 Other:

Child's temporary 
absence from home 

cannot exceed:

Exceptions 
allowing for a 

longer absence?

Any full-time 
student age 

18

Totals

34  Yes
12  No

5  N/A

5  Not specified
22  60 days or less
24  90-180 days

49 45 1115

Alabama Not specified N/A

Alaska  One month Yes

Arizona  90 days No

Arkansas  45 days Yes

California  30 days Yes

Colorado  45 days Yes

Connecticut  90 days No

Delaware  120 days Yes

District of Columbia  90 days Yes

Florida  30 days Yes

Georgia Not specified N/A
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Hawaii  60 days No

Child age 19 who is a full-time student in a secondary school 
or in the equivalent level of vocational/technical training

Idaho  180 days No

Illinois  90 days Yes

Indiana  One month No

Iowa  Three months Yes

Kansas  90 days No

Kentucky  30 days Yes

Child under age 16; child age 16 or 17 who is a full-time 
student or a high school graduate

Louisiana  45 days Yes

Maine  45 days Yes

Child under age 21 who is a full-time student attending 
secondary school

Maryland  180 days Yes

Massachusetts  120 days Yes

Michigan  30 days Yes

Child age 18 or 19 who is a full-time student and is 
reasonably expected to graduate by age 20

Minnesota  180 days No
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Mississippi  30 days Yes

Missouri Not specified N/A

Montana  90 days Yes

Nebraska  Three months Yes

Child under age 19

Nevada  45 days Yes

New Hampshire  45 days Yes

Child age 19 who is a full-time student

New Jersey  180 days Yes

Child under age 21 who is enrolled in a special education 
program

New Mexico  45 days Yes

Child age 18; child age 19 who is a full-time student and will 
graduate by age 20

New York  45 days Yes

North Carolina  90 days Yes

North Dakota  One month Yes

Ohio  45 days Yes

Oklahoma Not specified N/A

Oregon  30 days Yes
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Pennsylvania  180 days No

Child age 19 who is a full-time student in a secondary school 
or equivalent level of vocational/technical training

Rhode Island  90 days Yes

South Carolina  30 days Yes

South Dakota  90 days Yes

Tennessee Not specified N/A

Texas  Six months Yes

Emancipated minor who meets the TANF age criteria and 
has a caretaker/payee who exercises parental control

Utah  180 days Yes

Vermont  Six months No

Child age 18 who is not expected to graduate from 
secondary school by age 19 due to disability

Virginia  45 days No

Washington  90 days Yes

West Virginia  30 days Yes

Wisconsin  Three months No

Wyoming  90 days No
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