
TANF Child Care: Subsidy Provision/Copayments
As of October 1999

State

Disregard some/all 
child care costs is 

sole method

Direct payment of 
child care costs is 

sole method
Choice of disregard 

or payment Required of non-employed TANF parents* 

Method of subsidy provision to employed TANF recipients Copayment Policies

Other

Totals 3 States 30 States 11 States 7 States

6 Sometimes more than $25/month

2 Sometimes more than $10/month 
but always less than $25/month

4 Always less than $10/month

1 Fee Unknown

38 No copayment

1 Unknown

Alabama

Alaska

Arizona

Allows payment to provider, 
disregard, or a combination of 
the two.

Arkansas
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Disregard some/all 
child care costs is 

sole method

Direct payment of 
child care costs is 

sole method
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or payment Required of non-employed TANF parents* 
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California

Always less than $10/month

Colorado

Connecticut

Delaware

Dist of Columbia

If the recipient's income is 
below the eligibility limit, then 
the recipient's child care will 
be subsidized.  The recipient 
should also receive an income 
disregard for out-of-pocket 
child care expenses in 
accordance with the old 
AFDC rules.
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child care costs is 

sole method

Direct payment of 
child care costs is 

sole method
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Florida

Sometimes more than $25/month

Georgia

State pays for child care up to 
the maximum reimbursable 
rates.  If client's child care 
costs exceed state 
maximums a disregard may 
be given for those excess 
costs.

Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois

Always less than $10/month

Indiana

Sometimes more than $25/month
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Disregard some/all 
child care costs is 

sole method

Direct payment of 
child care costs is 

sole method
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Iowa

Kansas

Kentucky

Within TANF work program, 
agency normally pays child 
care directly for working 
recipients.  However, 
applicants may chose and 
retain disregard if they would 
otherwise be ineligible.  
Disregard also may be used 
by family for children not 
receiving childcare and 
assistance.
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child care costs is 
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Louisiana

Pays for child care for 
children through age 12 (or 
those children over 12 with 
incapacity or court 
supervision requiring child 
care); disregard for dependent 
care for children not within 
this group and incapacitated 
adults and others on 
assistance as of 10/88 or 8/92

Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan
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Disregard some/all 
child care costs is 

sole method
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child care costs is 
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Minnesota

Sometimes more than $25/month

Mississippi

Missouri

Sometimes more than $25/month

Montana

Always less than $10/month

Nebraska

Nevada

New Hampshire
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child care costs is 

sole method
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child care costs is 
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New Jersey

New Mexico

New York

Counties can use a variety of 
payment mechanisms: 
vouchers; contracts with the 
provider; or direct payment to 
the parent or the provider.

North Carolina

Fee unknown

North Dakota

Ohio

Sometimes more than $10, but less than 
$25/month
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sole method
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Oklahoma

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

South Carolina

South Dakota

Tennessee
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Texas

Disregards any actual 
expenses not covered by the 
state subsidy

Utah

Vermont

Virginia

Washington

Sometimes more than $10, but less than 
$25/month

West Virginia

Always less than $10/month

Wisconsin

Sometimes more than $25/month

Page 9 of 10State Policy Documentation Project - www.spdp.org - A project of CLASP and CBPP      July 2000       



State

Disregard some/all 
child care costs is 

sole method

Direct payment of 
child care costs is 

sole method
Choice of disregard 

or payment Required of non-employed TANF parents* 

Method of subsidy provision to employed TANF recipients Copayment Policies

Other

Wyoming

Sometimes more than $25/month

*States may or may not require employed TANF parents to pay a copayment fee based on the same sliding fee scale applied to non-TANF working parents. 
-----------------------------------------------
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